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CLARK CONSULTING 
Federal Policy 
Group 
101 Constitution Avenue N.W. 
S U h  701 
Wastdngton, D.C. ZOO01 

(202) 772-2480 
(202) 7722490 PAX 

www,dskonsu~ng.cm , 

Secretary ofthe Madkine Administration 
Department of Transportation 
400 7eh St,, 
Washjngton, D.C. 20590 VIA FAX 202 366-351 1 - .f5 0 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1 am writing to request that you extend the public comment p&od on lease 
financing regulations (USCG Docket No. USCG 2003-1472) promulgated by 
MARAD and the Coast Guard on February 4,2004, Extra~r&ary 
cjrcumstances warrant this action. 

I represent Nabors Industries, Inc., a company that would be materially affected 
by the lease financing regulations. In the middle of April, we scheduled a May 
10 meeting With Cap& William Schubert and fhe ChiefExecutive Officer of 
Nabors, Gene Isenberg, to discuss the regulations. Yesterday, we received a call 
h m  Robert Ostxom, Chief Counsel ofbfARAD, advising us that the May 10 
meeting could not occur because the docket for comment on the regulations 
closed on May 4, He explained that any exparte meeting on the regulations 
would have to be noted on an open docket. He also noted that a meeting could 
OCCUT if the docket were reopened. 

I find it troubling that MARAD would schedule a meethg with a regulation 
cormnenter for a date that MARAD should have known would fo’ollow the closing 
of the docket and, thus, could not occur. 

Accordingly, I would request that you reopen the docket (Le., extend the public 
comment period) on the lease kancing regulations to allow us to reschedule a 
meeting with you. You are authorized to take such action by 46 CFR 201.53. 

The interest of faimess demands this action. Other companies that would be 
materially affected by the regulations have had an opportunity to meet with the 
A e s t r a t o r  and discuss their concerns. Like these companies, Nabors and its 
representatives contacted MARAI> well before the end of the May 4 comment 
peiod to arrange a meeting. 
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"hank you for your consideration. of this request- Please do not hesitate to call 
me at (202) 772-2482 if you have any questions. 
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